Malture Moles
CovLp THE MEXTCAN GRAY WOLF — S0URCE OF
Fascmwarion AND HosTILITY — RETURN TO THE WEST
Texas WiLps?

Loy — e woll, Foom Mosahans o El Paso,
the woeds are isscribed inio West Texas - in
place sames, in team mascots. Bt the peality
they evoke b almost snimegssabie — thes lo-
bk, gray wodves, once rosmed this land.

The kst wolves in West Texas were killed in
1970 By the end of that decade, Se Mexican
gray wol f wis exunct in the wild.

e L Bt the animed has endured, largely thanks io
ok rapk courery of the E1 Pz o zons. For coe Fl Paso Foo staffer, retoming
Abvriar, o e — v Meberican gray wolf - af the B wolves to the West Texss wilds s @ passion.
Fumes Fiom. (Oncar com sy prewcduator of et T, the b says that ressorod nction here woukd requine
dabr st scxtine in the wald by ther late 197000 R the support of suie officisly, sed Wes Texas

lemadiwmers g calizeqe

o anpur thal
Trams-F. I Bsie s 1 & The gray woll —canis lopes - wis asce & dom-
. ' inast predator across Mo Americs. Texas

wih home i muliple sub-specses. The hexi-
can gray wolf ranged foom e [lano Fstecsdo o present-day Anizoes and sorthens Mexsco.

But the relstionsbap berwesn wolves and pestorl commvanitess has alwiys been fmughe, and as
ihie livesiook mdustry moved west, wolves wene targessd. bs 1915 shose, more thas 900 lobos
weere killed in Anzong smd Mew Mexon.

I Temas, the ot oo were Illed in 1970 - ol souch of Alpine, ol soatbwest of Sandersos

Im 15976, che smamal was listed as endangered. Roy McBride, a legeadary Alpsse mapper, was
commissioned by U5 Feb sad Wildlife o ravel i Mexico — to see if be could map lobos.

Rick LoHello ia the F Paso Yoo’ edwaton comior. |8 1978, he was & Big Bend Naoosal Park
ranger, He pot a call feom McHrade, a former Sul Rioss classmane.

“Ume day hie called me o his mach sd said, "Rick, | want oo show you somethang,™ Liosel]
anad, “mndl | e one of the wolves hie had exprored for the intis] breeding progmm. [owes 5 de
et whes | e that woll —and | deda’t ke video, | ook Bmm film - when | sow chat wold,
| dhonght, 'l can't believe what F'm sesing Bere.’ | didn't even loow the Mexican wolf exisied *

MicHride miccesded in capiunag just five wolves. Hul, aloag with severs] capove ssimals,
they're the fonehesrs of the srviving lobos.

o |ad the way i & biesding program. Lobes came 10 e Fl Prso Zoo in 1999, Today, the 200
boddds cder wolves, past the beeeding age. Hut in & sew exbibit thafs cumently under cossere-
i, wolf Ditters may be bons hese.

L 1o, sl and Wildlide: begua oo reinipoduce obos o Aripons knd Mew Meso, Wolves can
asd do kill camle, and the progect met fierce opposition from many maches. Today, with wild
lobo sumbers just above 100, thet epposition continnes.

The Fl Paso Foo has supporied rentroduction. Camie Trodess is among 2oo steffers who've
hielped build fences s Arizons desgaed o reduce wolf-caitle encourers.

After one long workday, the labomers gathered arand a camplire.

“Then we were greeted by the sonnd of the wolf pack,” Trudeam said. “We could hear the yip-
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ping ssd howling. Asd that was really & shot through the hear
It was bansaing. You gt chills theoogh poor body - you realos
thatall hope is pof lost, that we saill bave s chasce 1o bring this
VETY Bt specses back ”

T federal go s B duction elsswh Bat
bzre, LoBello seed, Texes Parks & Wildlife would have to lesd.
Amd private lsadowsers would nesd oo by in

Any West Texas wolf populstion would be small. B LoBello
poasts i bilack bears, which bave reemed oo Big Bend, snd
mevw threve even in harsh deser

LoBello notes that in Vellowsicae, reintrodnced wolves have
thinned elk populatons, lesdeg i moee balssced and robest
eccaystem. They've also generated mallions @ eco-tourism.

Here, Hig Bead's protected linds could be a place wo s, he
Aidl

Wodves inspire both imesse fascinesos, and imzase hosulicg
LoBello notes they were wiped out before thear role hese was
nsderstood.

“Thers is habaar there that will work for & small popolaton,”
LoBelle said of the Hig Besd region, “and they cas susises
themsedves if dhey're gives & chasce. They might surpase w
all We might find ou there ase things they're going 1o do o
help maintan the bological imegrty of de ecosystem that we
rever thowght of. We woa't ksow that ol we get them: back =
the wald and cas smdy them.”

Llimatedy, whesher the lobos' bowls resem = & decision for
the people of West Texas.

Manire Nodes i supported by the Shiakd Ayers Foundation and
prodused by Marja Public Radlo with the Sibley Mature Cen-
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Bick FoBello i alaration curakor o e £] Paso Zov. A former Big
Bend Natiuwsl Park ranger, LoBelle sow somar of ther fort Moo
sy wortvics o dar capiared i dhar il in che e P70, Comrerving
thr sl gurad st — o an e pewsoie off Wioed Tex = heer
bem a prarrion e Lofietio ever siace.



